Experimental infection of vaccinated and non-vaccinated lambs with Mycobacterium paratuberculosis.
A study of the pathogenesis of paratuberculosis and the effects of vaccination was carried out on 17 Rasa lambs, allocated to four groups. Vaccination seemed to accelerate the progress of the infection, and led quickly to healing. The only site of early lesions was the interfollicular areas in the Peyer's patches. This would suggest an explanation both for the location of paratuberculous lesions in the ileum in clinical cases, and for the lower susceptibility to infection of adult animals, in which the intestinal organized lymphoid tissue is greatly diminished. Thus, a critical role of the Peyer's patch in the establishment of M. paratuberculosis infection is suspected.